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CHRIST IS RISEN!
HE IS TRULY RISEN!

Divine     Liturgy  
Hymns
Troparion: Christ  is  risen from the dead 
and by His death He has trampled upon 
death;  and  has  given  life  to  those  who 
were in the tomb.
Christos anesti  ek nekron thanato thana-
ton patissas; kai tis en tis mnimassis zoin 
charisamenos. (Greek)
Al Meseehu qam im bainil amwat wa wati 
al mawt a bil mawat; Wa wahhab el hayat 
li ladeena fil kubur. (Arabic)
Hypacoi: Mary and her companions went 
forth before dawn. They found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb and heard the 
angel  say,  “Why  do  you  seek  Him  as  a 
man among the dead, when He is in eter-
nal  splendor?  Behold,  the  shroud is  laid 
aside.  Hasten and proclaim to the world 
that the Lord is risen and has put Death to 
death, for He is the Son of God, the Savior 
of mankind.

Kontakion: Though You went down in the 
tomb, O immortal One, You overthrew the 
power  of  Hades  and  rose  victorious,  O 
Christ  God.  You  greeted  the  ointment 
bearing  women,  saying  “Rejoice!”  You 
gave peace to Your apostles, and to those 
who had Fallen resurrection.
Anti-Trisagion: All of you who have been 
baptized into Christ,  have put on Christ, 
Alleluia.
Hirmos: The Angel cried to the one who is 
full  of  grace,  Hail,  O immaculate Virgin, 
Hail again, for your Son is risen from the 
tomb  on  the  third  day.  Shine,  shine,  O 
New Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord 
has shown upon you. Rejoice and be glad 
O Sion, and you O Pure One, O Mother of 
God, exalt in the Resurrection of your Son.
Kinonikon: Receive  the  Body  of  Christ 
and drink the Source of Immortality.  Al-
leluia.

Prokimenon: This is the day the Lord has made: let us be glad and rejoice in it!
Stichon: Give praise to the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever.
Apostolic Reading: Acts 1:1-8

Gospel: Jn 1:1-17
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Stewardship
Last Sunday: fundraising=$1148.00; donations=$93.16; 
candles=$14.00; ordinary collections=$739.00. Thanks for your 
generosity!
Owed to eparchy (assessment, retirement and medical insurance; 
last updated January 12, 2025): $25,828.49.
Want to automate donations? One-time or monthly payments via 
PayPal: byzantinemilwaukee.com/donate. Use your bank’s online 
billpay (payee information): St. George’s Syrian Congregation · 1617 W State St · Mil-
waukee, WI 53233-1246; phone: (414) 342-1543; email: info@byzantinemilwaukee.com.

Palm Sunday Breakfast
Thank you for everyone who participated in the Palm Sunday Breakfast! Over 75 people 
were served and the parish made $1,208 (with online payments included).

Prayer List
Please remember—All those who are sick and in need: Natalie Herder, Walter Lourdes 
Najera Herder (family of Katerina Lessard), Nick Lagendfield, Barb Moden (sister of 
Jan Taylor), Edin Najera, Sandy Rabuse (godmother of Katerina Lessard), the Rebholz 
family, Eva Saseen (Theresa and Janelle Herro’s niece), Ken Schmitt (brother-in-law of 
Brian Harden), Gerid Spankowski and Kathy Tomaz. For those who have died: Michael 
Lessard (uncle of Tyler Lessard). For the people of the Middle East. 

Schedule for this Week
Sunday Sunday of St. Thomas

10:30am Divine Liturgy
Paschal Greeting

The Paschal greeting is a custom among Eastern Christians, consisting of a greeting and 
response. Instead of “hello” or its equivalent, one is to greet another person with “Christ 
is risen!” The response is “He is truly risen!” This greeting is used during liturgical ser -
vices and informally at other times, starting with the feast of Pascha and lasting until 
Ascension, the period known as Paschaltide:
English Christ is risen! He is truly risen!
Greek Christos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!
Arabic Al-Maseehu Qam! Haqqan Qam!
Church Slavonic Hristos voskrese! Voistinu voskrese!
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Paschal Homily of Saint John Chrysostom 
Let all pious men and all lovers of God rejoice in the splendor of this feast; let the wise  
servants blissfully enter into the joy of their Lord; let those who have borne the burden 
of Lent now receive their pay, and those who have toiled since the first hour, let them 
now receive their due reward; let any who came after the third hour be grateful to join 
in the feast, and those who may have come after the sixth, let them not be afraid of be-
ing too late, for the Lord is gracious and He receives the last even as the first. He gives 
rest to him who comes on the eleventh hour as well as to him who has toiled since the 
first: yes, He has pity on the last and He serves the first; He rewards the one and is gen-
erous to the other; he repays the deed and praises the effort.
Come you all: enter into the joy of your Lord. You the first and you the last, receive alike 
your reward; you rich and you poor, dance together; you sober and you weaklings, cele-
brate the day; you who have kept the fast and you who have not, rejoice today. The table 
is richly loaded: enjoy its royal banquet. The calf is a fatted one: let no one go away hun-
gry. All of you enjoy the banquet of faith; all of you receive the riches of his goodness. 
Let no one grieve over his poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed; let no 
one weep over his sins, for pardon has shone from the grave; let no one fear death, for 
the death of our Savior has set us free: He has destroyed it by enduring it, He has de-
spoiled Hades by going down into its kingdom, He has angered it by allowing it to taste  
of his flesh.
When Isaiah foresaw all this, he cried out: “O Hades, you have been angered by encoun-
tering Him in the nether world.”
Hades is angered because frustrated, it is angered because it has been mocked, it is an-
gered  because  it  has  been  destroyed,  it  is  angered  because  it  has  been  reduced  to 
naught, it is angered because it is now captive. It seized a body, and, lo! it discovered 
God; it seized earth, and, behold! it encountered heaven; it seized the visible, overcome 
by the invisible.
O death, where is your sting? O death is your victory? Christ is risen and you [death/
Hades] are abolished. Christ is risen and the demons are cast down. Christ is risen and 
the angels rejoice.  Christ  is  risen and life is freed. Christ  is 
risen and the tomb is emptied of the dead: for Christ, being 
risen from the dead, has become the Leader and Reviver of 
those who had fallen asleep. To Him be glory and power for 
ever and ever. Amen.
Most of  us are familiar with the Catechetical  Homily of  St.  John 
Chrysostom which is appointed to be read during the celebration of 
Pascha. Other patristic texts on the resurrection are less well known 
but make for timely reading during Bright Week.
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Love Conquers All
A story  is  told  of  a  man who,  while  he 
lived  upon  the  earth,  was  unconcerned 
about  the  state  of  his  soul,  or  spiritual 
growth,  or  eternity.  When  he  died  he 
found himself not enjoying eternal happi-
ness but, rather, suffering eternal torment.
His friends and relatives went down to the 
gates of hell and tried to intercede for him, 
giving him a positive endorsement and a 
good character reference, but the gates of 
hell would not open to release him. Like-
wise,  his  parish  priest  tried to  plead for 
him saying that  he  really  wasn’t  all  that 
bad.  Still,  the  gates  of  hell  remained 
closed. Finally,  came his mother.  She did 
not plead for him, she did not try to bar-
gain for him, she did not make excuses for 
him.  She  simply  said,  “Let  me  in.”  ‘The 

gates of hell opened immediately because 
they could not withstand the force of love.
Our  Father  among  the  Saints,  John 
Chrysostom  writes:  “Let  no  one  fear 
death,  for  our  Savior's  death  has  set  us 
free. He has destroyed death by enduring 
it. He has despoiled death by going down 
to  its  kingdom.  O  Death  where  is  your 
sting,  O  Hades  where  is  your  victory? 
Christ  is  risen  and  you  are  abolished! 
Christ  is  risen and life is  freed! Christ  is 
risen and the tomb is emptied of the dead, 
for Christ has become the Leader and Re-
viver  of  those who had fallen asleep.  To 
Him be glory and honor forever!” (Paschal 
Sermon)
Christ is risen! He is truly risen! Christos 
Anesti! Alithos Anesti!
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