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Divine     Liturgy  
Intention: Happy and eternal  repose  of  the  soul  of  JOE Radanovich  (req.  by Jan

Taylor)
Hymns
Troparion of  the  Resurrection (tone  6): 
The  angelic  powers  appeared  at  your
tomb,  and  the  guards  became  as  dead
men,  and  Mary  stood  by  the  Sepulcher
seeking your spotless Body. You despoiled
Hades and yet were not tempted by it, You
met the Virgin O Bestower of Life. O Lord
who rose from the dead glory to you.
Troparion of St. George: O Great among 
the  saints  and  glorious  martyr,  George, 
since you are a deliverer of captives, a doc-

tor for the sick and a noble attendant to 
kings, intercede for us to Christ God, that 
he may save our souls!
Kontakion of the Prodigal Son: When in 
my wretchedness I ran away from your fa-
therly  love,  I  squandered  in  wickedness 
the riches You had given me. And so now, 
like the Prodigal Son, I cry out to You: “I 
have sinned in your sight, O Merciful Fa-
ther:  receive  me  now  that  I  repent  and 
make me as one of your hired servants.”

Prokimenon: May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in you.
Stichon: Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is fitting.
Apostolic Reading: 1 Cor 6:12-20
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but 
not  all  things  are  fitting.  All  things  are 
lawful  for me,  but  I  will  not be brought 
under the power of anyone. Food is for the 
belly, and the belly for food, but God will 
destroy both the one and the other. Now, 
the body is not for immorality, but for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body. For God 
has raised up the Lord and will also raise 
us up by his power.
Do  you  not  know  that  your  bodies  are 
members of Christ? Shall  I  then take the 
members  of  Christ  and  make  them  the 
members of a prostitute? By no means! Or 

do you not know that one who cleaves tot 
a prostitute becomes one body with her? 
For the two, it  is  said, shall  be one flesh 
(Gn.2 : 24). But he who cleaves to the Lord 
is  one  spirit  with  him.  Flee  immortality. 
Every  sin  a  man commits  is  outside  the 
body,  but  the  immoral  man  sins  against 
his own body.  Or do you not know that 
your members are the temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from 
God - and that you are not your own? For 
you  have  been  bought  at  a  great  price. 
Glorify God therefore in your body and in 
your soul which both are God’s.
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Alleluia: O God, you granted me retribution and make peoples subject to me and
saved me from my raging enemies.

Stichon: Therefore, I will proclaim you, O Lord, among the nations, and I will sing
praise to your name.

Gospel: Lk 15:11-32
The Lord told this parable: “A certain man 
had two sons. And the younger of them 
said  to  his  father,  ‘Father,  give  me  the 
share of the property that falls to me.’ And 
he divided his possessions between them. 
And not many days later, the younger son 
gathered up all his wealth and traveled to 
a far country; and there he squandered his 
fortune in loose living. And after he had 
spent all, there came a severe famine over 
that country, and he began to suffer from 
it. And he went and joined one of the local 
landowners, who sent him to his fields to 
feed the pigs. And he longed to fill himself 
with the pods the pigs were eating, but no 
one offered to give them to him. But when 
he had come to his senses, he said, ‘How 
many hired men in my father’s house have 
bread in abundance, while I am perishing 
with hunger! I will get up and go to my fa-
ther, and will  say to him, “Father, I  have 
sinned  against  heaven  and before  you.  I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
make me as one of your hired men.” And 
he got up and went to his father. But while 
he was yet a long way off, his father saw 
him and was moved with compassion and 
ran and fell upon his neck and kissed him. 
And the son said to him,  ‘Father,  I  have 
sinned  against  heaven  and before  you.  I 
am  no  longer  worthy  to  be  called  your 

son.’  But  the Father  said to  his  servants, 
‘Fetch quickly the best robe and put it on 
him, and give him a ring for his finger and 
sandals for his feet; and bring out the fat-
tened calf  and kill  it,  and let  us eat  and 
make  merry;  because  this  my  son  was 
dead, and has come to life again; he was 
lost,  and  is  found.’  And  they  began  to 
make merry. Now his elder son was in the 
field; and as he came close to the house, he 
heard music and dancing. And calling one 
of the servants he asked what this meant. 
And  he  said  to  him,  ‘Your  brother  has 
come, and your father has killed the fat-
tened calf,  because  he has  got  him back 
safe.’ But he was angered and would not 
go in. His father, therefore, came out and 
began to  beg him.  But  he answered and 
said to his father, ‘Look, these many years 
I have been serving you, and have never 
disobeyed any of your orders; and yet, you 
have  never  given  me a  kid  that  I  might 
make  merry  with  my friends.  But  when 
this  son  of  yours  comes,  who  has  de-
voured your wealth with prostitutes; you 
have killed for him the fattened calf!’ But 
he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with 
me, and all that is mine is yours; but we 
were bound to make merry and rejoice, for 
this your brother was dead, and has come 
to life; he was lost and is found.’”

Stewardship
Last Sunday:  candles=$7.00; donations=$1341.31; stole offerings=$30.00; ordinary col-
lections=$843.00. Thanks for your generosity!
Owed to eparchy (assessment, retirement and medical insurance; last updated January
12, 2025): $25,828.49.
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Want to automate donations? One-time or monthly payments via PayPal: byzantinemil-
waukee.com/donate. Use your bank’s online billpay (payee information): St. George’s 
Syrian Congregation · 1617 W State St · Milwaukee, WI 53233-1246; phone: (414) 342-
1543; email: info@byzantinemilwaukee.com.

Prayer List
Please remember—All those who are sick and in need: Barb Moden (sister of Jan Tay-
lor), Sandy Rabuse (godmother of Katerina Lessard), the Rebholz family, Eva Saseen 
(Theresa and Janelle  Herro’s  niece),  Jan Taylor,  Kathy Tomaz and John Zambo.  For 
those we have been asked to pray for: Justin & Krysten Hager (Jan Taylor). For the peo-
ple of the Middle East.

Schedule for This Week
Saturday: Saturday of the Dead
Sunday: Meatfare Sunday

10:30am Divine Liturgy
Congratulations and Happy Birthday to  Kathy Tomaz (2/19).  May God grant  you 
many years!

Coming Up
• Sunday, February 23rd: Meatfare
• Sunday, March 2nd: Cheesefare

• Monday, March 3rd: Start of Great 
Lent

• March 10th: Start of Daylight Saving 
Time

Practical Suggestions for Fasting
Fasting, like prayer, is something we can grow into. If you are not accustomed to fasting,  
it can be helpful to begin at one level and deepen your practice as you grow in your life 
in Christ. The following plan might be helpful.
Beginning level: On Wednesdays and Fridays do not eat any meat and offer a brief 
prayer several times throughout the day. During the fasting seasons of Great Lent and 
the Dormition Fast, attend at least one Leneten Service each week. Before the Presancti-
fied Liturgy during Great Lent, do not eat anything for several hours.
A deeper level: In addition to the above, on fast days, do not eat anything before noon 
and no meat thereafter. Keep additional fast days during the fasting seasons. During 
Great Lent, in addition to avoiding meat on Wednesdays and Fridays, also avoid dairy 
products. Attend two Lenten Services weekly and preform some act of charity each day.
A further level: In addition to the above, keep each day in the fasting seasons as a fast 
day. Attend all the Divine Services during the fasting seasons. Replace entertainments 
such as TV, movies, shopping, etc. with prayer, spiritual reading and acts of charity.

Winter Weather
Please take care with winter weather. Even if services are not canceled, only come if it is  
safe for you to travel.
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The Return of the Prodigal Son
“He  arose  and  went  to  his  father.”  He 
arose from the wreckage of his conscience 
and body alike. He arose from the depths 
of hell and touched the heights of heaven. 
Before  the  heavenly  Father,  a  child  rises 
higher because of pardon than he fell low 
because of guilt.
“He  arose  and  went  to  his  father.”  He 
went not by the motion of his feet but by 
the progress of his thought. Being afar off 
he had no need of an earthly journey, be-
cause he had found short  cuts along the 
way of salvation. He who seeks the divine 
Father by faith soon finds Him present to 
himself, and has no need to seek Him by 
traversing roads.
“He  arose  and  went  to  his  father.  But 
when he was yet a long way off.” How is 
he who is coming a long way off? Because 

he has not yet arrived. He who is coming 
is coming to do pen-
ance, but he has not yet arrived at grace. 
He is coming to his Father's house but he 
has not yet reached the glory of his former 
condition, appearance, and honor.
“But when he was yet a long way off, his 
father  saw  him.”  ‘That  Father  saw,  he 
“who dwells on high; and looks down on 
the low things,” “and the high he knows 
afar off.” “His father saw him.” ‘The father 
saw him, in such a way that the son could 
also behold his father. The father’s counte-
nance illumined the face of the approach-
ing son in such a way that all the dark as-
pect  was  dispelled  which  his  guilt  had 
previously cast about it.

St. Peter Chrysologus
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