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Divine     Liturgy  
Hymns
Troparion of  the  Resurrection (tone  7): 
Through your Cross You destroyed death,
You  opened  Paradise  to  the  thief,  and
turned into joy the mourning of the oint-
ment  bearing  women,  and  You  ordered
your Apostles to proclaim that You rose, O
Christ God, Bestowing great mercy upon
the world.
Troparion of the Nativity: Your Nativity, 
O Christ  our God,  has  shed the light  of 
knowledge  upon  the  world.  Through  it, 
those  who  had  been  star-worshipers 
learned through a star to worship You, O 
Sun of Justice, and to recognize in You the 
One who rises  and who comes  from on 
high. O Lord glory to You!
Troparion of Holy Joseph: O Joseph, pro-
claim to David, the ancestor of Christ our 
God,  the  great  miracles  you  have  wit-
nessed:  you  have  seen  the  Virgin  with 
child,  given  praise  with  the  shepherds, 
adored with the wise men, and an angel of 

the Lord has appeared to you.  Intercede 
with  Christ  God  that  He  may  save  our 
Souls
Kontakion of the Nativity: Today the Vir-
gin  gives  birth  to  the  Transcendent  in 
Essence; and the earth presents a cave to 
the Inaccessible. The angels with the shep-
herds sing His  glory,  and the Wise Men 
with the Star travel on their way, for to us 
is born a New Child, who is God from all 
eternity.
Hirmos: Magnify,  O my soul,  the Virgin 
more glorious than the heavenly powers! 
Behold a strange and wonderful mystery: 
the cave is heaven, the Virgin a cherubic 
throne,  the  manger  a  noble  place  where 
reposes  Christ,  the  Uncontainable  God. 
Wherefore, let us praise and magnify Him!
Kinonikon: The Lord has sent redemption 
to  His  people:  He  has  established  His 
covenant forever. Alleluia

Prokimenon: Sing praise to our God, sing praise! Sing praise to our King, sing praise!
Stichon: All you peoples, clap your hands! Shout to God with cries of gladness!
Apostolic Reading: Gal 1:11-19
Brethren, I give you to understand that the 
Good News that was announced to you by 
me is not of man. For I did not receive it 
from man,  nor  was  it  taught  to  me  [by 

man], but I received it by a revelation from 
Jesus  Christ.  For  you  have  heard  of  the 
way I lived before in Judaism: how I perse-
cuted the Church of  God and ravaged it 
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beyond measure.  And I  advanced  in  Ju-
daism above many of my contemporaries 
in my nation, showing much more zeal for 
the traditions of my fathers.  But when it 
pleased him who from my mother’s womb 
set me apart and called me by his grace, to 
reveal his Son in me, that I might preach 
him  among  the  Gentiles,  immediately, 
without  taking  counsel  with  flesh  and 

blood and without going up to Jerusalem 
to those who were appointed apostles be-
fore me, I retired into Arabia and again re-
turned  to  Damascus.  Then  after  three 
years I went to Jerusalem to see Peter, and 
I  remained  with  him  fifteen  days.  But  I 
saw  none  of  the  other  apostles,  except 
James, the Lord’s brother.

Alleluia: In you, O Lord, I have hoped: Let me never be put to shame.
Stichon: Be for me a protecting God, a sheltering house to save me.
Gospel: Mt 2:13-23
When the Magi had departed, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 
Joseph, saying, “Arise, and take the Child 
and His mother, and flee into Egypt, and 
remain  there  until  I  tell  you.  For  Herod 
will seek the Child to destroy Him.” So, he 
arose, and took the Child and His mother 
by  night,  and withdrew into  Egypt,  and 
remained there until the death of Herod; 
so  that  what  the  Lord  said  through  the 
prophet might be fulfilled, “Out of Egypt I 
called My Son.” Then Herod, seeing that 
he had been tricked by the Magi, was furi-
ous; and he gave orders to kill all the boys 
in  Bethlehem  and  all  its  neighborhood 
who were two years old or under, accord-
ing to the time that he had carefully ascer-
tained from the Magi. Then was fulfilled 
what  was  spoken  through  Jeremiah  the 
prophet,  “A  voice  was  heard  in  Rama, 

weeping, moaning and a loud complaint; 
Rachel weeping for her children, and she 
would not be comforted, because they are 
no more.” But when Herod was dead, be-
hold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Arise, 
and take the Child and His mother, and go 
into  the  land  of  Israel,  for  those  who 
sought  the  child’s  life  are  dead.”  So,  he 
arose and took the Child and His mother, 
and went into the land of Israel. But hear-
ing that Archelaus was reigning in Judea 
in place of his father Herod, he was afraid 
to go there; and being warned in a dream 
he  withdrew  into  the  region  of  Galilee. 
And he went and settled in a town called 
Nazareth;  that  there  might  be  fulfilled 
what  was  spoken  through  the  prophets, 
“He shall be called a Nazarene.”

Stewardship
Last Sunday:  donations=$100.00; candles=$6.00; ordinary collections=$387.00. Thanks 
for your generosity!
Owed to eparchy (assessment, retirement and medical insurance; last updated May 5,
2024): $18,504.57.
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Want to automate donations? One-time or monthly payments via PayPal: byzantinemil-
waukee.com/donate. Use your bank’s online billpay (payee information): St. George’s 
Syrian Congregation · 1617 W State St · Milwaukee, WI 53233-1246; phone: (414) 342-
1543; email: info@byzantinemilwaukee.com.

Year-end Contributions and Tax Letters
Checks must be received at the parish office by the end of the year or have a 2024 post-
mark to be counted in 2024 contribution. Donation acknowledgment letters for tax pur-
poses will be sent in January.

Bishop’s Appeal
The annual Bishop’s Appeal helps fund the vital works of the Melkites in the United 
States,  such  as:  publishing  SOPHIA  magazine;  supporting  our  seminarians  for  the 
Priesthood and Diaconate; providing for our elderly priests; teaching the Faith to our 
children and young adults; establishing/supporting new missions and outreaches.
Additional information is  available on the tables in the back.  Donations can also be 
made online: https://melkiteeparchyofnewton.flocknote.com/give/27546

Prayer List
Please remember—All those who are sick and in need: Barb Moden (sister of Jan Tay-
lor), Sandy Rabuse (godmother of Katerina Lessard), the Rebholz family, Ken Schmidt 
(brother-in-law of Brian Harden), Eva Saseen (Theresa and Janelle Herro’s niece), Jan 
Taylor, Kathy Tomaz and John Zambo. For those we have been asked to pray for: Justin  
& Krysten Hager (Jan Taylor). For those who have died: Dennis Smith (uncle of Ben-
jamin Neumann). For the people of the Middle East.

Schedule for This Week
Tuesday: Leave-taking of the Nativity
Wednesday: Circumcision of Our Lord
Friday: Paramony of the Theophany (Fast Day)
Saturday: Saturday before the Theophany
Sunday: Sunday before the Theophany

10:30am Divine Liturgy
Congratulations and Happy Birthday to Maya Audi (12/30). May God grant you many 
years!

Celebrate and Be Glad
Let us strive to comprehend the mystery. 
The reason God is in the flesh is to kill the 
death  that  lurks  there.  As  diseases  are 
cured by medicines and assimilated by the 
body,  and as darkness in a house is  dis-

pelled  by  the  coming  of  light,  so  death, 
which  held  sway  over  human nature,  is 
done  away  with  by  the  coming  of  God. 
And as ice formed on water covers its sur-
face as long as night and darkness last but 
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melts  under  the  warmth  of  the  sun,  so 
death reigned until the coming of Christ; 
but when the grace of God our Savior ap-
peared and the Sun of Justice rose, death 
was  swallowed  up  in  victory,  unable  to 
bear the presence of true life. How great is 
God’s goodness, how deep his love for us!
Let us join the shepherds in giving glory 
to God, let us dance with the angels and 
sing: Today a Savior has been born to us. 
He  is  Christ  the  Lord.  The  Lord  is  God 

and He has appeared to us,  not as God, 
which would have been terrifying for our 
weakness, but as a slave so as to free those 
who live in slavery. Who could be so lack-
ing in sensibility and so ungrateful as not 
to join all here present in our gladness, ex-
ultation,  and  radiant  joy?  This  feast  be-
longs to the whole of creation. Let every-
one join in and be grateful. Let our voices 
too ring out in songs of jubilation!

St. Basil the Great
Text and cover-icon courtesy of Eastern Christian Bulletin Service

PO Box 3909 – Fairfax, VA 22038-3909
www.ecbulletin.com – Ph: 703-691-8862 – Fax: 703-691-0513
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