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Divine     Liturgy  
Intention: Happy and eternal repose of the soul of FLOYD Ribe (req. by Eamon and

Ester Doherty)
Hymns
Troparion of  the  Resurrection (tone  5): 
Let us O Faithful, praise and worship the
Word coeternal  with  the  Father  and  the
Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation.
 For He has willed to be lifted in the flesh
upon the Cross, and to endure death, and
to raise the dead by his glorious Resurrec-
tion.
Troparion  of  the  Forefathers: Through 
faith, You have justified Your Ancestors, O 
Christ  our  God,  and  through  them  You 
have espoused in advance the Church set 
apart from the Gentiles. The saints rejoice 
in glory because,  from the seed of  these 
Ancestors,  has  come  forth  the  glorious 
fruit,  who  gave  You birth  without  seed. 

Through their intercession, O Christ God, 
save our souls
Troparion of St. George: O Great among 
the  saints  and  glorious  martyr,  George, 
since you are a deliverer of captives, a doc-
tor for the sick and a noble attendant to 
kings, intercede for us to Christ God, that 
he may save our souls!
Kontakion of the Preparation of the Na-
tivity:  Today the Virgin is on her way to 
the cave where she will  give birth to the 
Eternal Word of God in an ineffable man-
ner.  Rejoice,  therefore,  O universe,  when 
you hear this news, and glorify with the 
angels and the shepherds Him who shall 
appear  as  a  newborn  Child,  being  God 
from all eternity.

Prokimenon: Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our fathers, and Your name is worthy
praise and glorious forever.

Stichon: For You are just in all You have done to us, and all Your works are true
and Your ways right.

Apostolic Reading: Colossians 3: 4-11
Brethren,  when Christ,  our  life,  appears, 
then you too shall appear in glory. Put to 
death whatever in your members is of the 
earth:  immorality,  uncleanness,  lust,  evil 
desire,  covetousness,  which  is  a  form of 

idol-worship.  Because  of  these  passions, 
God’s wrath comes upon the sons of dis-
obedience  and  you  yourselves  once 
walked  in  them  when  they  were  your 
(way of) life. But now, you too put them 
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all away; anger, wrath, malice, abusive lan-
guage  and  foul-mouthed  utterances.  Do 
not lie to one another. Strip off the old man 
with his deeds and put on the new, one 
that  is  being  renewed  toward  perfect 
knowledge according to his  creator’s  im-

age (Cf. Gn. 1:26). Here there is no Gentile 
and  Jew,  no  circumcised  and  uncircum-
cised, no Barbarian and Scythian, no slave 
and freeman, but Christ is all things, and 
in all.

Alleluia: Moses and Aaron were among His priests, and Samuel among those who
called upon His name.

Stichon: The just cried out, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered them from
all their trials.

Gospel: The Great Banquet, Lk 14:16-25
The Lord told this parable, “A certain man 
gave a great supper, and he invited many. 
And he sent his servant at supper time to 
tell those invited to come, for everything is 
now ready. And they all with one accord 
began to excuse themselves. The first said 
to him, ‘I have bought a farm, and I must 
go out and see it; I pray you hold me ex-
cused.’ And another said, ‘I  have bought 
five yoke of oxen, and I am on my way to 
try  them;  I  pray  you  hold  me  excused.’ 
And another said, ‘I have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot come.’ And the ser-
vant returned,  and reported these things 

to his master. Then the master of the house 
became angry and said to his servant. ‘Go 
out  quickly  into  the  streets  and lanes  of 
the city,  and bring in here the poor,  and 
the crippled, and the lame, and the blind.’ 
And the servant said, ‘Sir, your order has 
been carried out, and still  there is room.’ 
Then the master said to the servant,  ‘Go 
out  into  the  highways  and  hedges,  and 
make them come in, so that my house may 
be filled. For I tell you that none of those 
who were invited shall taste of my supper.' 
For many are called but few are chosen.”

Stewardship
Last Sunday:  donations=$721.22; candles=$5.00; ordinary collections=$506.00. Thanks 
for your generosity!
Owed to eparchy (assessment, retirement and medical insurance; last updated May 5,
2024): $18,504.57.
Want to automate donations? One-time or monthly payments via PayPal: byzantinemil-
waukee.com/donate. Use your bank’s online billpay (payee information): St. George’s 
Syrian Congregation · 1617 W State St · Milwaukee, WI 53233-1246; phone: (414) 342-
1543; email: info@byzantinemilwaukee.com.
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Year-end Contributions and Tax Letters
Checks must be received at the parish office or have a 2024 postmark to be counted in 
2024 contribution. Donation acknowledgment letters for tax purposes will  be sent in 
January.

Bishop’s Appeal
The annual Bishop’s Appeal helps fund the vital works of the Melkites in the United 
States,  such  as:  publishing  SOPHIA  magazine;  supporting  our  seminarians  for  the 
Priesthood and Diaconate; providing for our elderly priests; teaching the Faith to our 
children and young adults; establishing/supporting new missions and outreaches.
Additional information is  available on the tables in the back.  Donations can also be 
made online: https://melkiteeparchyofnewton.flocknote.com/give/27546

Prayer List
Please remember—All those who are sick and in need: Barb Moden (sister of Jan Tay-
lor), Sandy Rabuse (godmother of Katerina Lessard), the Rebholz family, Ken Schmidt 
(brother-in-law of Brian Harden), Eva Saseen (Theresa and Janelle Herro’s niece), Jan 
Taylor, Kathy Tomaz and John Zambo. For those we have been asked to pray for: Justin  
& Krysten Hager (Jan Taylor). For those who have died: Dennis Smith (uncle of Ben-
jamin Neumann). For the people of the Middle East.

Schedule for This Week
Saturday: Saturday Before the Nativity
Sunday: Sunday before the Nativity

10:30am Divine Liturgy
Congratulations and Happy Birthday to  Solanus Roxas (today). May God grant you 
many years!

Coming Up: Services for the Nativity
Tuesday, December 24th: 6pm, Vespers and Divine Liturgy
Wednesday, December 25th: 10:30am, Divine Liturgy

The Great Feast
This familiar parable is read in the Church 
each year just two Sundays before the feast 
of  our  Lord’s  Nativity.  In  it  we  are  re-
minded of the great care with which God 
prepared the way of His incarnation. All 
of the Law and the Prophets look forward 
to  this  moment,  the  moment  when  the 
God-man  Jesus  Christ  comes  into  the 

world. He is, in fact, the fulfillment of the 
Law and the Prophets — the goal towards 
which  they  were  all  aiming.  The  whole 
world was prepared by them for this great 
event. As the parable tells us the King — 
that is God — has prepared a great feast 
for us and has invited us to come and en-
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ter into the joy that He has prepared for 
us.
Today we begin in earnest to move toward 
the feast of the birth of our Incarnate Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. Today we are called to see 
the  great  preparation  that  has  gone into 
this event, to marvel at the great love and 
care of God for us that He would labor so 
long and with such great care for us. To-
day we look back at the whole of the his-
tory of the people of God and see that it is 

the history of God’s preparation all lead-
ing to the moment when He would take 
flesh,  become  incarnate  and  enter  the 
world as a child. We have been given an 
invitation  to  come  and join  the  feast,  to 
abandon  the  world  and  enter  the  King-
dom of God, to leave our own life and re-
ceive instead the Life of Christ.  We have 
been  invited,  chosen  by  God — will  we 
then  accept  the  invitation  and  choose 
Him?

Text and cover-icon courtesy of Eastern Christian Bulletin Service
PO Box 3909 – Fairfax, VA 22038-3909
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