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Divine Liturgy

Hymns

Troparion of the Resurrection (tone 3):
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be
glad! For the Lord has done a wondrous
deed by his arm! He has crushed Death by
his death becoming the first to rise from
the dead. He has delivered us from the
mouth of Hades and bestowed great
mercy upon the world.

Troparion of St. George: O Great among
the saints and glorious martyr, George,
since you are a deliverer of captives, a doc-
tor for the sick and a noble attendant to
kings, intercede for us to Christ God, that
he may save our souls!

Troparion of the Encounter: Hail, O Full
of grace, Virgin and Mother of God: for
from you has arisen the Sun of Justice,
Christ our God, enlightening those who
stand in darkness. You too, O just Elder
Simeon, rejoice, for you carried in your
arms the Redeemer of our souls, our Res-
urrection.

Kontakion of Meat-Fare: O God, when
You shall come down upon earth in your

Prokimenon:
Stichon:

ered me to death.
Apostolic Reading: 1 Cor 8:8-13, 9:1-2

Brethren, food does not commend us to
God. For neither shall we gain any advan-

glory, every creature shall tremble before
You. A river of fire shall flow before your
judgment-seat, the books shall be opened
and all secrets revealed. On that day, O
Just Judge, deliver me from eternal fire
and make me worthy to stand at your
right!

Kontakion of the Encounter: O Christ our
God, who through your birth have sancti-
fied the virginal womb and have blessed
the arms of Simeon, You have come today
to save us. When wars prevail, keep your
people in peace and strengthen our public
authorities in every good deed, for you
alone are the Lover of Mankind.
Hirmos of the Encounter: O Mother of
God, hope of all Christians, watch over
those who have placed their hope in you.
Let us, O faithful, glorify the First-born,
the Eternal Word of God, born of a Virgin
all-pure, for we have seen, beyond the
shadow and letter of the Law, a sign of
Christ in the words: “Every male opening
the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord.”

My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has been my Savior.

The Lord has chastised me through his teaching, yet he has not deliv-

tage if we eat, nor suffer any loss if we do
not. And yet, beware lest perhaps this
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right of yours become a stumbling-block
to the weak. For if a man sees you who
“have knowledge” sitting at table in a
place dedicated to idols, will not his con-
science, weak as it is, be emboldened to
eat idol offerings? And through your
“knowledge” the weak one will perish, the
brother for whom Christ died. Now, when
you sin in this way against the brethren
and wound their weak conscience, you are

Alleluia:
cob shall defend you.

Stichon:

sinning against Christ. Therefore, if food
scandalizes my brother, I will never again
eat any more meat so as not to scandalize
my brother.

Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I
not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not my
work in the Lord? And if to others I am
not an apostle, yet to you I am. For you are
the seal set upon my apostleship in the
Lord.

The lord shall hear you on the day of distress; the name of the God of Ja-

O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.

Gospel: “When the Son of Man comes to His glory”, Mt 25:31-46

The Lord said, “At that time when the Son
of Man shall come in his majesty, and all
the angels with him, then he will sit on the
throne of his glory; and before him will be
gathered all the nations, and he will sepa-
rate them one from another, as the shep-
herd separates the sheep from the goats;
and he will set the sheep on his right
hand, but the goats on the left. Then the
king will say to those on his right hand,
Come, blessed of my Father, take posses-
sion of the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world; for I
was hungry and you gave me to eat; I was
thirsty and you gave me to drink; I was a
stranger and you took me in; naked and
you covered me; sick and you visited me; I
was in prison and you came to me.” Then
the just will answer him, saying, ‘Lord,
when did we see you hungry, and feed
you; or thirsty, and give you to drink? And
when did we see you a stranger, and take
you in; or naked, and clothe you? Or when

did we see you sick, or in prison, and
come to you?” And answering, the King
will say to them, ‘Amen I say to you, every
time you did it for one of these, the least of
my brethren, you did it for me.” Then he
will say to those on his left hand, ‘Go away
from me, accursed ones, into the everlast-
ing fire which was prepared for the devil
and his ministers. For I was hungry, and
you did not give me to eat; I was thirsty
and you gave me no drink; I was a
stranger and you did not take me in;
naked and you did not clothe me; sick,
and in prison, and you did not visit me.
Then they also will answer and say, ‘Lord,
when did we see you hungry, or thirsty, or
a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison,
and did not take care of you?” Then he will
answer them, saying, ‘Amen I say to you
as long as you did not do it for one of
these least ones, you did not do it for me.
And these will go into everlasting punish-
ment, but the just into everlasting life.”

Stewardship

Last Sunday: ordinary collections=$402.00. Thanks for your generosity!
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Owed to eparchy (assessment, retirement and medical insurance; last updated Septem-
ber 24, 2023): $31,309.

Want to automate donations? One-time or monthly payments via PayPal: byzantinemil-
waukee.com/donate. Use your bank’s online billpay (payee information): St. George’s
Syrian Congregation - 1617 W State St - Milwaukee, WI 53233-1246; phone: (414) 342-
1543; email: info@byzantinemilwaukee.com.

Bishop’s Appeal

The annual Bishop’s Appeal is an important way by which our parish fulfills its duty to
our Melkite family throughout the U.S. and to our needy brothers and sisters. By con-
tributing to the Appeal, we can respond to the Lord’s call in the Gospel to be a good
Samaritan to our Melkite neighbors around the country. It is a holy obligation for every
member of our parish respond to his call. If you have not done so already, please send
your gift today. Donations can also be made online: melkite.org.

Donation Acknowledgement Letters

Donation letters for tax purposes were sent out by mail. Please contact Benjamin Neu-
mann with any questions.

Prayer List

Please remember—All those who are sick and in need: Barb Moden (sister of Jan Tay-
lor), Eva Nora (niece of the Noras), Sandy Rabuse (godmother of Katerina Lessard),
the Rebholz family, Eva Saseen (Theresa and Janelle Herro’s niece), Dan Sylvester
(neighbor of Benjamin Neumann), Jan Taylor, Kathy Tomaz, Espe Villasensor and John
Zambo. For those we have been asked to pray for: Justin & Krysten Hager (Jan Taylor).
For those who have died: Kathy Zambo. For the people of the Middle East.

Winter Weather

Please take care with winter weather. Even if services are not canceled, only come if it is
safe for you to travel.

Schedule for This Week
Tuesday:  Leave-taking of the Encounter
Saturday:  Saturday of Our God-bearing Fathers the Ascetics
Sunday: Cheese-Fare Sunday
10:30am Divine Liturgy
After Liturgy, Potluck

Coming Up
February 12: Start of the Great Fast
February 18: Falafel sandwiches fundraiser: (falafel sandwich + soft drink) = $10

March 3: George Baho One year memorial service, followed by mercy meal
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March 24:  Palm Sunday brunch fundraiser

Practical Suggestions for Fasting

Fasting, like prayer, is something we can grow into. If you are not accustomed to fasting,
it can be helpful to begin at one level and deepen your practice as your grow in your life
in Christ. The following plan might be helpful.

Beginning level: On Wednesdays and Fridays do not eat any meat and offer a brief
prayer several times throughout the day. During the fasting seasons of Great Lent and
the Dormition Fast, attend at least one Leneten Service each week. Before the Presancti-
fied Liturgy during Great Lent, do not eat anything for several hours.

A deeper level: In addition to the above, on fast days, do not eat anything before noon
and no meat thereafter. Keep additional fast days during the fasting seasons. During
Great Lent, in addition to avoiding meat on Wednesdays and Fridays, also avoid dairy
products. Attend two Lenten Services weekly and preform some act of charity each day

A further level: In addition to the above, keep each day in the fasting seasons as a fast
day. Attend all the Divine Services during the fasting seasons. Replace entertainments
such as TV, movies, shopping, etc. with prayer, spiritual reading and acts of charity.

COVID-19

According to the Milwaukee Health Department, the best way to stop the community
spread of COVID-19 is to take preventative action to protect yourself and others: get vac-
cinated and boosted (city.milwaukee.gov/CovidVax) when you are eligible, wear a
mask (city.milwaukee.gov/coronavirus/masks) in public spaces, wash your hands often
and practice physical distancing.

More information is available from the health department: city.milwaukee.gov/coron-
avirus

He Will Separate Them

“And he will separate them one from an-
other as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats.” So then, people on earth
are intermingled, and not only intermin-
gled in that the righteous live side by side
with the wicked, but they are also indistin-
guishable. Between the righteous and the
wicked there is no apparent difference.
Even as in wintertime you cannot tell the
healthy trees apart from the withered trees
but in beautiful springtime you can tell the

difference, so too each person according to
his faith and his works will be exposed.

The wicked will not have any leaves or
show any fruit, but the righteous will be
clothed with the leaves of eternal life and
adorned with the fruit of glory. In this way
they will be separated by the heavenly
shepherd and Lord. The earthly shepherd
separates animals by their type of body,
whereas Christ separates people by their
type of soul. ‘The sheep signify righteous
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people by reason of their gentleness, be- however, because these vices characterize
cause they harm no one, and by reason of goats: capriciousness toward other ani-
their patience, because when they are mals, pride and belligerence.

harmed by others, they bear it without re-

From a Homily, Incomplete Work on Matthew
sistance. He refers to sinners as goats,
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