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Divine     Liturgy  
Intention: Health, peace and salvation of DANIEL Zlatfeff (req. by Jan Taylor)
Hymns
Troparion of  the  Resurrection (tone  3): 
Let  the heavens rejoice and the earth be
glad! For the Lord has done a wondrous
deed by his arm! He has crushed Death by
his death becoming the first to rise from
the dead.  He has delivered us from the
mouth  of  Hades  and  bestowed  great
mercy upon the world.
Troparion  of  the  Fathers:  O  Christ  our 
God,  you are  infinitely  glorified  for  You 
established our fathers as radiant stars on 
earth.  Through  them,  you  led  us  to  the 
true faith. O Most Merciful One, glory to 
You!

Troparion of St. George: O Great among 
the  saints  and  glorious  martyr,  George, 
since you are a deliverer of captives, a doc-
tor for the sick and a noble attendant to 
kings, intercede for us to Christ God, that 
he may save our souls!
Kontakion: O never failing Protectress of 
Christians and their ever-present interces-
sor before the Creator, despise not the pe-
titions of us sinners, but in your goodness 
extend your help to us who call upon you 
with  confidence.  Hasten,  O  Mother  of 
God, to intercede for us, for you have al-
ways protected those who honor you.

Prokimenon: Blessed are you, O Lord, God of our fathers, and your name is worthy of
praise and glorious forever.

Stichon: For you are just in all you have done to us, and all your works are true
and your ways right.

Apostolic Reading: Titus: 3: 8, 15
My son Titus,  this  saying is true,  and in 
this matter, I want to insist that those who 
believe in God be careful to excel in good 
works: these are good and useful to peo-
ple.  But  avoid  foolish  controversies  and 
genealogies  and  quarrels,  and  disputes 
about the Law, for they are useless and fu-
tile.
Avoid a  factious man after  warning him 
once or twice, knowing that such a man is 

perverted and sins, since he is condemn-
ing himself.
When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, 
make every effort to meet me at Nicopolis, 
for  I  have  decided  to  spend  the  winter 
there. Help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos 
on  their  way,  taking  care  that  they  lack 
nothing. And let our people also learn to 
excel in good works, in order to help cases 
of urgent need so that they may not be un-
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fruitful.  All  my  companions  greet  you. Greet those who love us in the faith. The 
grace of God be with all of you. Amen.

Alleluia: O God, our ears have heard, our fathers have declared to us the deeds you
did in their days, in the days of old.

Stichon: The just cried out, and the Lord heard them, and he delivered them from
all their trials.

Gospel: “The Sower went out to sow his seeds”, Luke 8: 5‒15
THE Lord told this  parable:  “The Sower 
went  out  to  sow  his  seed.  And  as  he 
sowed, some seed fell by the wayside and 
was trodden under foot, and the birds of 
the air ate it up. And other seed fell upon 
the rock, and as soon as it had sprung up 
it withered away, because it had no mois-
ture.  And other  seed  fell  among  thorns, 
and  the  thorns  sprang  up  with  it  and 
choked it. And other seed fell upon good 
ground, and sprang up and yielded fruit a 
hundred-fold.” As he said these things he 
cried out,  “He who has  ears  to  hear,  let 
him hear!” But his disciples then began to 
ask him what this parable meant. He said 
to them, “To you it  is given to know the 
mystery of the kingdom of God, but to the 
rest in parables, that ‘Seeing, they may not 
see,  and  hearing  they  may  not  under-
stand.’ Now the parable is this: The seed is 

the word of God. And those by the way-
side  are  they  who  have  heard;  then  the 
devil comes and takes away the word from 
their heart, that they may not believe and 
be  saved.  Now those  upon  the  rock  are 
they who, when they have heard, receive 
the word with joy; and these have no root, 
but  believe  for  a  while,  and  in  time  of 
temptation fall away. And that which fell 
among  the  thorns,  these  are  they  who 
have heard, and as they go their way are 
choked by the cares and riches and plea-
sures of life, and their fruit does not ripen. 
But that upon good ground, these are they 
who, with a right and good heart, having 
heard the word, hold it fast, and bear fruit 
in  patience.”  When  he  had said  this,  he 
cried out “He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear!”

NEXT SUNDAY: Middle Eastern Dinner: October 22nd 
Noon–1:30pm, $15.00 standard dinner
Our tempting menu includes: kafta (beef, parsley, onion, spices), riz bi djaaj (chicken, 
rice, spices), hummus and middle-eastern salad.
Your tempting sweet treats and savory items are needed for the bakery table! Syr-
ian-Lebanese especially appreciated. Please include a note with a description of 
donated bakery item and suggested sale price (round dollars only). Just drop off 
your bakery at the table before Divine Liturgy that Sunday. See for Gabrielle Diff-
enbaugh with questions or if you are able to help.
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Stewardship
Last Sunday: donations=$549.28; candles=$11.00; ordinary collections=$525.00. Thanks 
for your generosity!
Owed to eparchy (assessment, retirement and medical insurance; last updated Septem-
ber 24, 2023): $31,309.
Want to automate donations? One-time or monthly payments via PayPal: byzantinemil-
waukee.com/donate. Use your bank’s online billpay (payee information): St. George’s 
Syrian Congregation · 1617 W State St · Milwaukee, WI 53233-1246; phone: (414) 342-
1543; email: info@byzantinemilwaukee.com.

Prayer List
Please remember—All those who are sick and in need: Barb Moden (sister of Jan Tay-
lor), Eva Nora (niece of the Noras), the Rebholz family, Eva Saseen (Theresa and Janelle 
Herro’s  niece),  Dan  Sylvester  (neighbor  of  Benjamin  Neumann),  Jan  Taylor,  Kathy 
Tomaz, Espe Villasensor, John Zambo and Kathy Zambo. For those we have been asked 
to  pray  for:  Justin  &  Krysten  Hager  (Jan  Taylor).  For  those  who  have  died:  Joe 
Radanovich, the Very Rev. Maxim Hancher (father of Krystia Nora). For the people of 
the Middle East.

Schedule for This Week
Wednesday: Apostle Luke the Evangelist
Sunday: Sixth Sunday after the Holy Cross

10:30am Divine Liturgy
Noon–1:30am Middle Eastern Dinner

COVID-19
According to the Milwaukee Health Department, the best way to stop the community 
spread of COVID-19 is to take preventative action to protect yourself and others:

• Get a COVID-19 vaccine as soon as you can (city.milwaukee.gov/CovidVax). Vac-
cines are safe and readily available at walk-in clinics throughout the community 
for anyone over the age of six months old.

• Wear a mask that covers your nose and mouth to help protect yourself and oth-
ers, and stay at least 6 feet apart from others who don’t live with you.

• Avoid  crowds  and  poorly  ventilated  indoor  spaces,  and  improve  ventilation 
whenever possible.

• Wash your hands often with soap and water. Use hand sanitizer if soap and wa-
ter aren’t available.
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More information is  available from  the health department:  city.milwaukee.gov/coron-
avirus

A Word of Warning
Store up in your minds the Lord’s words 
which you receive through your ears, for 
the word of the Lord is the nourishment of 
the mind. When His word is heard but not 
stored away in the memory, it is like food 
which has been eaten and then rejected by 
an  upset  stomach.  A  persons  life  is  de-
spaired of if he cannot retain his food. So if 
you receive the food of holy exhortations, 
but  fail  to  store  in  your  memory  those 
words of life which nurture righteousness, 
you have good reason to fear the danger of 
everlasting death. Be careful, then, that the 
word you have received through your ears 
remains in your heart. Be careful that the 
seed does not fall along the path, for fear 
that the evil  spirit  may come and take if 
from  your  memory.  Be  careful  that  the 
seed is  not  received in  stony ground,  so 
that it produces a harvest of good works 
without  the roots  of  perseverance.  Many 
people  are  pleased  with  what  they  hear 
and resolve to undertake some good work, 
but  as  soon as  difficulties  begin  to  arise 

and hinder them they leave the work un-
finished. The stony ground lacked the nec-
essary moisture for the sprouting seed to 
yield the fruit of perseverance.
Good  earth,  on  the  other  hand,  brings 
forth fruit by patience. ‘The reason for this 
is that nothing we do is  good unless we 
also  bear  with  equanimity  the  injuries 
done  us  by  our  neighbors.  In  fact,  the 
more we progress, the more hardships we 
shall  have  to  endure  in  this  world;  for 
when our love for the present world dies, 
its sufferings increase. ‘[his is why we see 
many people doing good works and at the 
same time struggling under a heavy bur-
den of afflictions. They now shun earthly 
desires,  and  yet  they  are  tormented  by 
greater  sufferings.  But,  as  the  Lord said, 
they bring forth fruit by patience, because, 
since  they  humbly  endure  misfortunes, 
they  are  welcomed when these  are  over 
into a place of rest in heaven.

St. Gregory the Great

Text and cover-icon courtesy of Eastern Christian Bulletin Service
PO Box 3909 – Fairfax, VA 22038-3909
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