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Divine     Liturgy  
Intention: A special intention (req. by Daniel Offutt)
Hymns
Troparion of  the  Resurrection (tone  2):
When you descended to death, O Immor-
tal  Life,  You  destroyed  Hades  by  the
splendor of your Divinity, and when you
raised the dead from under the ground,
all  the  Powers  of  heaven  cried  out:  O
Christ our God, the giver of life, glory to
you.
Troparion  of  the  Presentation:  Hail,  O
Full of grace, Virgin and Mother of God:
from  you  has  arisen  the  Sun  of  Justice,
Christ  our  God,  enlightening  those  who
stand in darkness.  You too, O just Elder
Simeon,  rejoice,  for  you  carried  in  your
arms  the  Redeemer  of  our  souls,  who
grants us Resurrection. 
Troparion of St. George: O Great among
the  saints  and  glorious  martyr,  George,
since you are a deliverer of captives, a doc-
tor for the sick and a noble attendant to
kings, intercede for us to Christ God, that
he may save our souls!

Kontakion of the Presentation:  O Christ
our  God  who  through  your  birth  have
sanctified  the  virginal  womb  and  have
blessed the arms of Simon, You have come
today to save us. When wars prevail, keep
your people in peace and strengthen our
Public Authorities in every good deed, for
You alone are the lover of Mankind.
Hirmos: O  Mother  of  God,  hope  of  all
Christians,  watch  over  those  who  have
placed their hope in you.  Let us, O faith-
ful,  glorify  the  First-born,  the  Eternal
Word of God, born of a Virgin all-pure, for
we have seen, beyond the shadow and let-
ter  of  the  Law,  a  sign  of  Christ  in  the
words:  “Every  male  opening  the  womb
shall be called holy to the Lord.”
Kinonikon: I will take the chalice of salva-
tion and call upon the name of the Lord.
Alleluia!

Prokimenon: May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in you.
Stichon: Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is fitting.
Apostolic Reading: 1 Cor 6:12-20
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but
not  all  things  are  fitting.   All  things  are
lawful for me,  but  I  will  not be brought
under the power of anyone.   Food is  for

the belly, and the belly for food, but God
will  destroy both the one and the  other.
Now, the body is not for immorality,  but
for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.
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For God has raised up the Lord and will
also raise us up by his power.
Do  you  not  know  that  your  bodies  are
members of Christ? Shall  I  then take the
members  of  Christ  and  make  them  the
members of a prostitute?  By no means! Or
do you not know that one who cleaves tot
a prostitute becomes one body with her?
For the two, it is said, shall be one flesh.
But  he  who  cleaves  to  the  Lord  is  one

spirit with him.  Flee immortality.  Every
sin a man commits is outside the body, but
the  immoral  man  sins  against  his  own
body.   Or  do  you  not  know  that  your
members are the temple of the Holy Spirit
who is in you, whom you have from God
and that you are not your own? For you
have been bought at a great price.  Glorify
God therefore in your body and in your
soul which both are God’s.

Alleluia: O God, you granted me retribution and make peoples subject to me and
saved me from my raging enemies.

Stichon: Therefore I will proclaim you, O Lord, among the nations, and I will sing
praise to your name.

Gospel: Luke 15:11‒32
The Lord told  this  parable:  “A man had
two sons.  And the younger of them said
to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of
the property that falls to me.’ And he di-
vided his possessions between them.  And
not many days later, the younger son gath-
ered up all his wealth and traveled to a far
country; and there he squandered his for-
tune  in  loose  living.   And  after  he  had
spent all, there came a severe famine over
that country, and he began to suffer from
it.  And he went and joined one of the lo-
cal landowners, who sent him to his fields
to  feed  the  pigs.   And  he  longed to  fill
himself with the pods the pigs were eat-
ing,  but  no  one  offered  to  give  them  to
him.  But when he had come to his senses,
he said, ‘How many hired men in my fa-
ther’s  house  have  bread  in  abundance,
while I am perishing with hunger! I  will
get up and go to my father, and will say to
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you, I am no longer worthy to
be  called  your  son;  make  me  as  one  of

your hired men.” And he got up and went
to his father.  But while he was yet a long
way  off,  his  father  saw  him  and  was
moved with compassion and ran and fell
upon his neck and kissed him.  And the
son  said  to  him,  ‘Father,  I  have  sinned
against  heaven and before  you,  I  am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’ But
the  Father  said  to  his  servants,  ‘Fetch
quickly the best  robe and put it  on him,
and give him a ring for his finger and san-
dals for his feet; and bring out the fattened
calf  and kill  it,  and let  us  eat  and make
merry; because this my son was dead, and
has come to life again; he was lost, and is
found.’  And they  began  to  make  merry.
Now his elder son was in the field; and as
he came close to the house, he heard mu-
sic and dancing.  And calling one of the
servants he asked what this meant.  And
he said  to  him,  ‘Your  brother  has  come,
and  your  father  has  killed  the  fattened
calf, because he has got him back safe.’ But
he was angered and would not go in. His
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father,  therefore,  came out  and began to
beg him.  But he answered and said to his
father, ‘Look, these many years I have been
serving  you,  and  have  never  disobeyed
any  of  your  orders;  and  yet,  you  have
never given me a kid that I  might make
merry with my friends. But when this son
of  yours comes,  who has  devoured your

wealth  with  prostitutes;  you  have  killed
for him the fattened calf!’  But he said to
him, ‘Son you are always with me, and all
that is mine is yours; but we were bound
to make merry and rejoice,  for this  your
brother was dead, and has come to life; he
was lost and is found.’”

Winter Weather
Please take care with winter weather. Even if services are not canceled, only come if it is
safe for you to travel.

Stewardship
Last Sunday: donations=$491.19; ordinary collections=$299.00. Thanks for your gen-
erosity!
Owed to eparchy (assessment, retirement and medical insurance; last updated January
29, 2023): $37,136.
Want to automate donations? One-time or monthly payments via PayPal: byzantinemil-
waukee.com/donate. Use your bank’s online billpay (payee information): St. George’s
Syrian Congregation · 1617 W State St · Milwaukee, WI 53233-1246; phone: (414) 342-
1543; email: info@byzantinemilwaukee.com.

Tax Statements
Donation letters for tax purposes were sent by mail last week. Please contact Benjamin
Neumann with any questions.

Prayer List
Please remember—All those who are sick and in need: Alice Herro*, Nick Langenfeld, 
Barb Moden (sister of Jan Taylor), Eva Nora (niece of the Noras), Bob Peterson, Joe 
Radanovich, the Rebholz family, Eva Saseen (Theresa and Janelle Herro’s niece), Jan 
Taylor, Kathy Tomaz, John Zambo and Kathy Zambo. For those we have been asked to 
pray for: Justin & Krysten Hager (Jan Taylor) and Carl Wallenmeyer (Jan Taylor).
* Please particularly remember Alice Herro who has been having health issues recently.

Schedule for This Week
Thursday: Leave-taking of the Encounter
Saturday: Saturday of the Dead
Sunday: Meat Fare Sunday

10:30am Divine Liturgy
Congratulations and Happy Birthday to Gerald Nora (2/9). May God grant you many
years!
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COVID-19
According to the Milwaukee Health Department, the best way to stop the community
spread of COVID-19 is to take preventative action to protect yourself and others:

• Get a COVID-19 vaccine as soon as you can (city.milwaukee.gov/CovidVax). Vac-
cines are safe and readily available at walk-in clinics throughout the community
for anyone over the age of six months old.

• Wear a mask that covers your nose and mouth to help protect yourself and oth-
ers, and stay at least 6 feet apart from others who don’t live with you.

• Avoid  crowds  and  poorly  ventilated  indoor  spaces,  and  improve  ventilation
whenever possible.

• Wash your hands often with soap and water. Use hand sanitizer if soap and wa-
ter aren’t available.

More information is available from the health department: city.milwaukee.gov/coron-
avirus

Mercy and Forgiveness
All  that  God  looks  for  from  us  is  the
slightest opening and He forgives a multi-
tude of sins. ...  There were two brothers:
they divided their father’s goods between
them  and  one  stayed  home,  while  the
other  went  away  to  a  foreign  country,
wasted  all  he  had  been  given,  and  then
could not bear the shame of his poverty.
The son who went away represents those
who fall after baptism. ‘This is clear from
the fact that he is called a son, since no one
is called a son unless he is baptized. Also,
he lived in his father’s house and took a
share of all his father’s goods. Before bap-
tism no one receives the Father’s goods or
enters upon the inheritance. We can there-
fore take all this as signifying the state of
believers.
What  does  he  say  after  falling  into  the
depths of evil? I will return to my father.
The reason the father let him go and did

not  prevent  his  departure  for  a  foreign
land was so that he might learn well by ex-
perience what good things are enjoyed by
the  one  who  stays  at  home.  For  when
words would not  convince us God often
leaves us to learn from the things that hap-
pen to us. When the dissolute returned af-
ter going to a foreign country and finding
out by experience what a great sin it is to
leave the father’s house, the father did not
remember past injuries but welcomed him
with open arms. Why? Because he was a
father  and  not  a  judge.  And  there  were
dances  and  festivities  and  banquets  and
the whole house was full of joy and glad-
ness.
Are you asking: “Is this what he gets for
his wickedness?” Not for his wickedness,
but for his return home; not for sin, but for
repentance; not for evil, but for being con-
verted. What is more, when the elder son
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was angry  at  this  the  father  gently  won
him over,  saying:  You were  always  with
me, but he was lost and has been found;
he  was  dead and has  come back  to  life.
“When someone who was lost  has to be

saved,” says the father, “it is not the time
for  passing  judgment  or  making  minute
inquiries, but only for mercy and forgive-
ness.”

Text and cover-icon courtesy of Eastern Christian Bulletin Service
PO Box 3909 – Fairfax, VA 22038-3909

www.ecbulletin.com – Ph: 703-691-8862 – Fax: 703-691-0513
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