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Divine     Liturgy  
Hymns
Troparion:  Your  Nativity,  O  Christ  our
God,  has  shed  the  light  of  knowledge
upon  the  world.  Through  it,  those  who
had been star-worshipers learned through
a star  to  worship  You,  O Sun of  Justice,
and to recognize in You the One Who rises
and  Who  comes  from  on  high.  O  Lord
glory to You!
Hypacoi: O Little Child lying in a manger,
by means of a star, heaven has called and
led to You the Magi, the first-fruits of the
Gentiles,  astounded  to  behold,  not
scepters and thrones, but extreme poverty.
What, indeed, is lower than a cave? What
is  humbler  than  swaddling  clothes-  and
yet  the  splendor  of  your  divinity  shone
forth in them resplendently. O Lord, glory
to You!

Kontakion: Today the Virgin gives birth to
the One Who surpasses all essences, and
the earth offers a cave to God, the Inacces-
sible One. Angels sing His glory together
with  the  shepherds:  for  to  us  is  born  a
Child, God in all eternity. 
Hirmos: O my soul, magnify the One Who
is more honorable and glorious than the
heavenly  powers!  Behold  a  mystery,  a
strange and wonderful  mystery:  the cave
has become heaven, the Virgin a throne of
the  Cherubim,  and  the  manger  a  noble
place  where  Christ  our  God  reposes.
Wherefore let us praise and exalt Him!
Kinonikon: The Lord has sent redemption
to  His  people:  He  has  established  His
covenant forever. Alleluia

Prokimenon: Let all  on earth worship and sing praise to You, sing praise to Your
name.

Stichon: Shout joyfully to God, all you on earth; sing praise to the glory of His
name

Apostolic Reading: Galatians: 4:4-7
Brethren,  when the  fullness  of  time had
come, God sent His Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, that He might redeem
those  who  were  under  the  law,  that  we
might receive the adoption of  sons.  And

because  you  are  sons,  God has  sent  the
Spirit  of His Son into our hearts,  crying,
“Abba, Father!” So that one is no longer a
slave, but a son; and if a son, an heir also
of God through Jesus Christ.

Alleluia: The heavens declare God’s glory, and the firmament proclaims the work of
His hands.
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Stichon: Day pours out the word to day, and night to night imparts knowledge.
Gospel: Mathew 2:1-12
When  Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem  of
Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold,
Magi came from the East to Jerusalem say-
ing,  “Where  is  the  newborn king  of  the
Jews? For we have seen His star in the East
and  have  come  to  worship  Him.”  But
when King Herod heard this, he was trou-
bled, and so was all Jerusalem with him.
And  gathering  together  all  the  chief
priests  and Scribes  of  the  people,  he  in-
quired of them where the Christ was to be
born. And they said to him, “In Bethlehem
of  Judea;  for  thus  it  is  written  by  the
prophet, ‘And you, Bethlehem, of the land
of Judah are by no means least among the
princes of Judah; for from you shall come
forth a leader who shall shepherd my peo-
ple,  Israel.”  Then  Herod  summoned  the
Magi  secretly,  and  carefully  ascertained
from them the time when the star had ap-

peared  to  them.  And  sending  them  to
Bethlehem he said, “Go and make careful
inquiry  concerning  the  Child,  and when
you have found Him, bring me word, that
I  too  may  go  and  worship  Him.”  Now
they,  having  heard  the  king,  went  their
way. And behold, the star they had seen in
the East  went before them,  until  it  came
and stood over the place where the Child
was. And when they saw the star, they re-
joiced  exceedingly.  And  entering  the
house,  they  found  the  Child  with  Mary
His  mother,  and falling  down they  wor-
shipped  Him.  And  opening  their  trea-
sures,  they  offered  Him  gifts  of  gold,
frankincense  and  myrrh.  And  being
warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they went  back to  their  own country by
another way.

Stewardship
Last Sunday: donations=$50.00; ordinary collections=$474.00. Thanks for your generos-
ity!
Owed to eparchy (assessment, retirement and medical insurance; last updated October
16, 2022): $37,586.
Want to automate donations? One-time or monthly payments via PayPal: byzantinemil-
waukee.com/donate. Use your bank’s online billpay (payee information): St. George’s
Syrian Congregation · 1617 W State St · Milwaukee, WI 53233-1246; phone: (414) 342-
1543; email: info@byzantinemilwaukee.com.

Bishop’s Appeal
The annual Bishop’s Appeal is an important way by which our parish fulfills its duty to
our Melkite family throughout the U.S. and to our needy brothers and sisters. By con-
tributing to the Appeal, we can respond to the Lord’s call in today’s Gospel to be a good
Samaritan to our Melkite neighbors around the country. It is a holy obligation for every
member of our parish respond to his call. If you have not done so already, please send
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your gift today. Extra appeal slips are available on the back table. If you donate online,
be sure to note “St. George, Milwaukee” so that the parish is credited. melkite.org.

Prayer List
Please remember—All those who are sick and in need: Alice Herro*, Nick Langenfeld, 
Barb Moden (sister of Jan Taylor), Eva Nora (niece of the Noras), Bob Peterson, Joe 
Radanovich, the Rebholz family, Eva Saseen (Theresa and Janelle Herro’s niece), Jan 
Taylor, Kathy Tomaz, John Zambo and Kathy Zambo. For those we have been asked to 
pray for: Justin & Krysten Hager (Jan Taylor) and Carl Wallenmeyer (Jan Taylor).
* Please particularly remember Alice Herro who has been having health issues recently.

Schedule for This Week
Monday: Synaxis of the Mother of God
Tuesday: Protomartyr Archedeacon Stephen
Saturday: Saturday after the Nativity
Sunday: Circumcision of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

10:30am Divine Liturgy
Winter Weather

Please take care with winter weather. Even if services are not canceled, only come if it is
safe for you to travel.

COVID-19
According to the Milwaukee Health Department, the best way to stop the community
spread of COVID-19 is to take preventative action to protect yourself and others:

• Get a COVID-19 vaccine as soon as you can (city.milwaukee.gov/CovidVax). Vac-
cines are safe and readily available at walk-in clinics throughout the community
for anyone over the age of six months old.

• Wear a mask that covers your nose and mouth to help protect yourself and oth-
ers, and stay at least 6 feet apart from others who don’t live with you.

• Avoid  crowds  and  poorly  ventilated  indoor  spaces,  and  improve  ventilation
whenever possible.

• Wash your hands often with soap and water. Use hand sanitizer if soap and wa-
ter aren’t available.

More information is available from the health department: city.milwaukee.gov/coron-
avirus

The Twofold Coming of Christ
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We  do  not  preach  only  one  coming  of
Christ,  but a second as well,  much more
glorious  than  the  first.  The  first  coming
was marked by patience; the second will
bring the crown of a divine kingdom.
In general, whatever relates to our Lord Je-
sus Christ has two aspects. There is a birth
from  God  before  the  ages,  and  a  birth
from a virgin at the fullness of time. There
is  a  hidden coming,  like  that  of  rain  on
fleece, and a coming before all eyes, still in
the future.
At  the  first  coming  He  was  wrapped in
swaddling clothes in a manger. At His sec-

ond coming He will be clothed in light as
in a garment.  In the first coming He en-
dured the cross,  despising the shame; in
the second coming He will be in glory, es-
corted by an army of angels.
We look then beyond the first coming and
await the second. At the first coming we
said: Blessed is He who comes in the name
of the Lord. At the second we shall say it
again; we shall go out with the angels to
meet  the Lord and cry  out  in  adoration:
Blessed is He who comes in the name of
the Lord.

St. Cyril of Jerusalem
Text and cover-icon courtesy of Eastern Christian Bulletin Service

PO Box 3909 – Fairfax, VA 22038-3909
www.ecbulletin.com – Ph: 703-691-8862 – Fax: 703-691-0513
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